
 

Torridge Class Parent’s Newsletter 

   Autumn 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to our Autumn Term. This is due to be a really exciting term in school as we 

have the formal opening of our school gardens; we commence Forest Schools and open our 

pre-school next month.  

In Torridge Class we will be ‘blocking’ our topic subjects. This was requested by the children 

last term, and I am willing to work this way for now. This means that when I am in class 

during the afternoons, we will study one topic for a few weeks and then move onto another 

for a few weeks; instead of spending one afternoon each week on a subject. We will start 

the term studying science, then art, then history and finally our DT topic. We will continue 

to have weekly lessons of RE, PE and PHSE as these are taught during afternoons when I am 

not in class. Maths and literacy will continue to be taught every day.  

This term we will be focusing on the presentation of our work in all subjects. There is an 

expectation that pupils join handwriting and write in pencil if in Year 3&4 or pen if in Year 

5&6. Titles should be underlined with a ruler and work should start at the left hand side of a 

page. Errors are a natural and important part of the learning process: I do not require errors 

to be rubbed out - in fact I will celebrate and praise children who have noticed errors and 

self- correct. Therefore errors should be corrected either with a neat line drawn through the 

words or with a cross and astrix to show the corrected content elsewhere on the page.  

Please encourage homework to be completed to the same standard as that expected in 

class.  

Spellings: This year we will be learning our spellings form our ‘must learn’ word list as a 

homework activity. It is important that children spend time completing their homework 

activity - preferably over two separate sessions each week. Children have two weeks to 

learn these words before being tested on them. They will also have a piece of homework 

based on the spelling rule they are learning in lesson time.   

Drama: This term we will be able to watch Theatre Alibi perform ‘Apple John’ at Filleigh. We 

hope to follow this with a joint follow-up activity with Filleigh School. We will also put on 

our traditional Christmas Performance for parents. More details on this after half term.  



Times Tables:  Children are expected to learn their times tables to 12x12. Although there is 

guidance from the government as to how old a child should be when they are taught 

different tables, I feel a child should continue learning until all their tables are learnt – 

hopefully by Year 5. Children will have a tables test each week on Thursday morning, they 

should spend a few minutes each night practising. They will be given a booklet to record the 

tables they have learnt.  

Science: This term our science topic is based on the planets of our solar system, the rotation 

and orbit of our earth, the moon and a study of light and shadows. During this term we will 

be learning about the lunar cycle. Could you please support child’s appreciation of this by 

noticing the changing position and shape of the moon with the passing of time.  

Art: Our art topic will be developing our skill of shading to create illusions of 3D shape. We 

will create abstract pictures with shading as well as illustrate a story with charcoal diagrams. 

History: Our study of history this term will be the Ancient Egyptians. We will learn about 

their ancient society through the drawings and artefacts they have left behind – focusing 

upon the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb.  

Design Technology: We will build structures with leverage – linking this to the Ancient 

Egyptian shaduf and then create a moving Christmas card using leverage.  

PHSE / Forest Schools. Forest Schools will be taking place with Mrs Pierson – mostly based 

outside in our garden or on Little Abbott’s Hill. Year 3&4 will start with this activity for the 

first half of term. Mrs Cook has volunteered to help Mrs Pierson for the first week, then 

after Laury Hancock has volunteered to support Mrs Pierson while she is outside with the 

children. Year 5&6 will have classroom based learning with Ms Borbely during this time.  

This term I will be introducing ‘Mindfulness’ activities with the children. We will learn to 

focus our minds on the ‘here and now’ and learn techniques to help control anxieties. This 

was hugely popular with the pupils when they were offered a ‘taster session’ last term.  

PE: During the first half of term, Ms Borbely will be teaching PE on Tuesday to half the class 

while Mrs Palmer is teaching RE. The groups will then swap over. During the second half of 

term Mr Parsons will teach the whole class PE while Taw class have Forest School on 

Mondays. This term there is likely to be a netball tournament and a football tournament. 

These will be the sports taught during our lessons. PE kit should contain blue shorts, yellow 

T-shirt and trainers and optional navy tracksuit bottoms. All kit should be named – including 

trainers. Please can PE kit be kept in school for the whole week. 



RE: This term children will study the ‘Creation’ story from the bible and consider what 

Christians can learn from this story. We will also study the festivals of harvest and 

Christmas.  

ICT: Mr Parsons will continue to teach ICT on Thursday mornings. Children will be taught 
about internet safety. They will be given a platform which they can share work and project 
with others in school. We will also be offering parents from Chittlehampton and Filleigh a 
workshop on internet safety – more information about his will be sent home shortly.  
 
Music: Mrs Collins will continue to teach our music on Thursday morning and run a recorder 
club on Thursday break time. This first half term’s study will include a study of The Planets 
by Holst. 
 

Year 5&6 Camp: We will be joining Year 5&6 children form Filleigh for an overnight camp on 

20th and 21st September. Details of this have already been sent home.  

Homework: As already mentioned, homework this term will be times-table to learn, and 

one or two activities for spellings. Children will also be expected to read every night.  

Occasionally they will be asked to do some research or topic based work as homework. Year 

6 will be preparing for SATs tests and have work that supports this. Should homework 

become a problem please speak to me about this. I am aware that children can have a very 

busy time attending clubs etc but they should be preparing for the demands of secondary 

school by Year 6.  

Yours truly, 

Wendy Evans  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Torridge Class Autumn Timetable 

 

Day Register 
8.50-
9.05 
20min 

Lesson 
9.05-9.30 
25min 

Lesson 
9.30-10.15 
45min 
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Lesson 
10.55-12.00 
65min 

Lu
n

ch
 

Lesson 
1.30 – 13.55 
25min 

Lesson 
13.55-14.40 
45min 

Lesson 
14.40-15.25 
45min 

Afterschool 

Mon Quick 
write 
 

Y3 G. Read 
Y4 W Shark 
Y5 Spelling 
Y6 Bk task 

Maths Literacy Quiet read 
Alt weeks Y3 Y4 
spelling test  

Forest Schools KS2 Sports Club with Mrs 
Lessiter  
Staff meeting PHSE Handwriting 

Tues Quick 
write 
 

Y3 Bk task 
Y4 G. Read 
Y5 W. Shark 
Y6 Spelling 

Maths Literacy Quiet read 
Alt weeks Y5 Y6 
spelling test 

RE Y3/4 PE Y3/4 Chess/Games Club with  
Mrs Evans   
Brass Band Club Mr Taylor 
Mr Parsons on site 

PE Y5/6 RE Y5/6 

Wed Quiet 
read 
 

Y3 Spelling 
Y4 Bk task 
Y5 G. Read 
Y6 W Shark 

Maths Literacy Mindfulness Topic (science/art/ 
history/geography/DT  in 3 week blocks) 
 

KS2 Spanish Club with  
Mrs Slow & Mr Parsons 

Thurs Times table test 
 

Music 
 

ICT  
 
 
 

Mindfulness Maths Literacy  KS1 Sports Club with Mr  
Parsons 
Y6 Homework Club with 
Mrs Evans 

Fri Quiet  
read 
 

Y3 W. Shark 
Y4 Spelling 
Y5 Bk task  
Y6 G. Read 

Maths Literacy French 
 

Topic (science/art/ 
history/geography/DT  in 3 week blocks) 
 

Story Time Club  with Mrs R 
McLaughlin- Mills & Ms 
Maxwell 
(Mrs Evans & Mr Parsons 
on site alternate weeks) 

 


