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Dear Parents and Guardians             20th April 2017 

I hope you all had a great Easter break. 

Our class topic this term will be Africa and much of the work the children do will 

reflect this.  In Literacy many of the books the children will use as a basis for 

writing will be based around African themes. We will look at books set in Africa 

and also those with different aspects of African culture. In History, after half term, 

we will be looking at the history of African artefacts. While in Geography, this half 

term, we will be looking at the geography of selected African countries. In art the 

class will be investigating African people, animals and places through different 

media.  Next half term, in Design and Technology, they will be making objects 

from different African cultures. In RE we are looking at what we mean by 

believing, in Christianity. In Science we will be looking at growing different plants 

from seeds and what plants need to grow well. We will also be looking at different 

animal habitats. After half term we will visit Exmoor Zoo as part of our topic. 

PE this term will take place on a Monday and Friday  afternoon-hopefully outside 

and will be a combination of multi skills and  team games. After half term we will 

also be practising for sports day.   

You may have books at home –fiction or non-fiction- with some of our topics 

as part of their content. Sharing these with children is a good way to 

develop their own reading and listening skills.  

There are no changes to staffing for the class this term. Ms Hammet   will be 

teaching phonics, RE, Geography, History and Art and Design on Wednesday.  

On Thursday the children will have a music lesson in the morning taught by Ms. 

Collins. 

The class continues to be supported by three volunteers with reading and I am 

pleased to say that we are also going to have the services of Mrs Lessiter in some 

PE lessons. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have read with your 

children over the holiday.  Reading with your children is one of the most 
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important ways you can support their learning in Reception/Key Stage 1.  As 

a parent/carer  it is an expectation that you will hear your child read, or read with 

them, at least four times a week. It really makes a huge difference if reading 

regularly takes place at home.  Please make a note of this in the reading diary.  

Your comments are  relevant at whatever level your child is currently reading at. 

The year 2 children will participate in the national SATS tests in May which help to 

inform their end of Key Stage 1 assessment.  The year 1 children will participate in 

the National phonics screening test in June. 

The focus of home school work this half term will be: 

Reception-continuing to practise learnt sounds for reading and spelling. 

Developing writing for meaning. 

Using numbers up to, and then beyond, 20 for counting, addition and subtraction. 

Recognising 2d and 3d shapes. 

Year 1- continuing to practise learnt sounds for reading and spelling.  

Counting objects in groups of 2,5 or 10. 

Writing correctly punctuated sentences using 'and' as a conjunction and including 

adjectives where appropriate.   

Year 2-applying what they know in literacy and numeracy. The challenge this term 

will be for the children to show how they can apply what they know in different 

contexts. i.e. true learning. 

Do not forget that the Breakfast Club is running and continues to be popular.  

Please speak to Mrs. Bunyard  in the office if you want to find out more. 

At any point before and after school I am available if you have anything you would 

like to talk about regarding your child in Taw class.    

Both myself and Jo are looking forward to another rewarding term working with 

the children and yourselves in Taw class. 

Phil Parsons   Jo Dennis    


