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Dear Parents and Guardians                  7th September 2017 

I hope you have all had a good summer break.  I would particularly like to 

welcome  the new children that have joined us  in Reception. I and Jo Dennis look 

forward to working with you all this year. 

Our class topic this term will be Special Days and Celebrations.  Much of the 

work the children do will reflect this.  In Literacy many of the books the children 

will use in class as a basis for writing will be ones with a theme around 

celebrations such as birthdays . In science this term the class will be investigating 

materials-the different types, their properties and how we use them. In geography 

the class will look at the location of different festivals with an understanding of  

some of the human and physical features connected to these places. In history, 

after half term, the class will look at how festivals and celebrations have changed 

over time.  Design and art will support the theme of celebrations with different 

creative activities such as mask making. In music the class will be working on 

pulse, rhythm, percussion and drama exploring celebrations and festivals where 

appropriate. PE this term will be a combination of multi skills and  team games. 

In RE we will be embarking on new curriculum materials called Understanding 

Christianity.  It will focus on five key themes, the first being God, which we will 

begin with this term.  We will also look at some of the major festivals of celebration 

including:  Harvest, Hanukkah, Divali and of course Christmas!  

You may have books at home –fiction or non-fiction- with some of our topics 

as part of their content. Sharing these with children is a good way to 

develop their own reading and listening skills.  

A note about show and tell. 

In Taw class we believe the morning show and tell time is important for developing 

the speaking and listening skills of children.  We always let the reception children  

bring in toys for the first two weeks as part of their settling in process.  Also there 

may be  a child in class who we allow to bring in toys as part of their own learning 

plan.  However for all year 1 and year 2 we do ask that children bring in objects 

that are topic related or linked to other parts of the curriculum including their own 

achievements outside of school.   
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This year there are some changes to the teachers working with the children in 

Taw Class. I will be not be in the class on a Wednesday and the children will be 

taught by Mrs Mitchell.  She will be teaching Phonics, Science, Geography, 

History and Art and Design during this term.  On a Thursday the children will 

continue to have a music lesson in the morning taught by Ms. Collins. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have read with your 

children over the holiday.  Reading with your children is one of the most 

important ways you can support their learning in Reception/Key Stage 1.  As 

a parent/carer  it is an expectation that you will hear your child read, or read with 

them, at least four times a week. It really makes a huge difference if reading 

regularly takes place at home.  Please make a note of this in the reading diary.  

Your comments are  relevant at whatever level your child is currently reading at. I 

am also attaching to this letter two guides we have in school about reading with 

your children. Please take the time to read them and feel free to talk to me if you 

have any questions.  Next week I will be sending home some information about 

phonics in Taw class. 

Home Learning this half term will focus on spelling, handwriting, number and 

reading. Reception and Key Stage 1 will have a Home Learning book with 

activities linked to current or future work. We will aim to send work home on 

Fridays starting next week. 

The children in year 1 and 2 also each have a spelling book with either the first 

100 or next 200 high frequency and tricky words in.  They also have a little blue 

book where we practise spelling rules, such as adding a prefix or suffix, or 

particular words like days of the week or months of the year.  These will also be 

sent home sometimes. 

At any point before and after school I am available if you have anything you would 

like to talk about regarding your child in Taw class.   

Both myself and Jo are looking forward to another rewarding year working with the 

children and you in Taw class. 

 

Phil Parsons   Jo Dennis    


